Newsletter - winter 2019

The Indoor Season Has
Only Just Begun!
This Winter is Packed Full of DSC Soccer!
Soccer in Buffalo is hot – even in the winter! Every week Delaware Soccer
Club runs more than 20 travel teams and nearly 300 players through 35 hours
of practice time, plus another six hours of scrimmage time on Sundays!
Winter Academy features another 100 players every Saturday from 9am1pm, and Goalkeeper Academy, Elite Technical Training and the Travel
Readiness Program each run for an hour each week, while the Adult League
fills the turf every Monday and Wednesday for two hours each night.
DSC also held its first 3 v 3 Indoor Tournament, Jan. 5, with four
different age brackets playing between 9am-5pm. Details and pictures can be
found on page 4!
Travel teams are also gathering outside of their practice time, as many
have joined indoor leagues
playing every weekend at
the SportsPlex or Epic
Sports Centers, including
this BU12 team that won
the A Division
Championship!
Check out the calendar
on page 5 for even more
soccer events coming up!
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It is with Great Thanks…
Please join us as we shout out a tremendous - THANK YOU! The
DSC Board of Directors is losing two valuable members as Ellen
Shanahan-Becker and Dan Antonius are stepping down from the Board
with the expiration of their terms this New Year. Both have contributed
countless hours and great effort in serving on the Board for many years
and in numerous capacities.
Ellen joined the Board in Nov. 2011 having spent much time on the
sideline coaching, including many years as
assistant coach with the Shamrocks Girls
Travel Team. Within the Board she
immediately took on the League Secretary position before stepping into the role of
President in Nov. 2016. Under her guidance the club implemented numerous
improvements and underwent tremendous change within the internal structure of the
club, helping to ensure DSC’s continued growth and long-term stability.
Dan, a native of
Denmark, joined DSC as
a Board Member in 2014
after moving to Buffalo in
2011. His passion and
knowledge of the sport
was invaluable as he
coached multiple seasons
of House and Travel League while providing
guidance to the club over the past four years. Dan
also increased sponsorship revenue for the club
through his diligent outreach as VP of Development,
a position he had assumed since Sept. 2015.
DSC and the Board are very thankful for all of the many, many hours of volunteer work both have contributed
over the years. Their thoughtful and tireless efforts contributed to countless Buffalo youth enjoying the positive
experience that is DSC soccer, which many will remember and carry with them for the rest of their lives.
For all of their contributions in what is often a thankless job, we wish both Ellen and Dan all the best as they
move on from DSC and once again offer a great and resounding THANK YOU!

Way back in 1978 Delaware Soccer Club incorporated for the purpose to promote the development of youth in
Buffalo through participation in athletics. On Oct. 21, 2018 DSC celebrated the 40th
anniversary of that mission with a party at Soho Buffalo, NY. Nearly 100 DSC
members, friends and family were there to share in the celebration and enjoy free
drinks and delicious appetizers! Thanks to more than 30 local businesses and
individuals, attendees had terrific odds of winning outstanding gifts and prizes
through the basket raffle and silent auction, while the 50/50 raffle was also a big hit!
…continued on page 6

DSC Alum Competes for NCAA
National Championship!
Delaware Soccer Club serves as the very first introduction to soccer for so many of the
youth in our community. For others, soccer has been a big part of their lives, but never
with formal training, high-quality equipment or sanctioned leagues. This was the case for
Ezana Kahsay when he joined the club in 2010. Ezana was born in the capital city of
Asmeras in Eritrea, a small country on the north border of Ethiopia in the Horn of Africa.
His father played professional soccer and his uncle played for the Eritrea National Team, so soccer was in his blood,
but the opportunities in his country were not the same as in the U.S.
Upon his arrival to Buffalo and DSC, it was clear Ezana was a very talented player. He “played up” in a higher
age division, joining the DSC Internationals Travel Team in 2010, coached by Nicholas Martinez and managed by
Dick Miller. Ezana’s teammate, Max Long, stated, “He is one of the
best players I ever had the honor of knowing both on and off the field.”
While leading the Internationals to great success, he also served as fouryear captain of PS 198 International Prep School at Grover Cleveland,
finishing with a 63-7-1 record, a sectional championship and a regional
finals appearance.
Ezana went on to attend Akron University and compete at the
highest level of NCAA Division I soccer. The Zips reached the College
Cup three times in his career, while he earned numerous awards
including Mid-American Conference All-Academic Team, multiple
MAC Athlete of the Week honors and MAC All-Tournament Team
honors. He finished his 80-game college career, Dec. 9, 2018, playing in
the title game of the NCAA National Tournament in Santa Barbara,
Calif. Despite the 1-0 setback that day, the Asmeras, Eritrea native can
be proud of all that he has accomplished and we are so proud that
Delaware Soccer Club has been a part of his journey.
➢ National Collegiate
Athletic Association:
Division I, II, III

➢ National Junior College
On Feb. 11, Brendan Murphy, DSC Director of Coaching and Head Coach
Athletic Association:
for the D’Youville Spartans Men’s Soccer Team, will host “DSC College
Division I, II, III
Information Night”. All players and their parents are invited to attend this
information session covering everything involved in the college search process,
➢ National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics
from the start of journey to your first day of preseason! Hear from Murphy and
a panel of other coaches what they are looking for in recruits. Learn what to do
➢ United States Collegiate
– and perhaps more importantly, what not to do – when communicating with
Athletic Association:
college coaches. Learn how to get seen, what questions to ask, what they may
Division I, II
ask you, where scholarships may be available, what commitment is required,
how academics fit in, and much, much more!
➢ National Christian College
Athletic Association:
College Information Night runs from 6:15-7:15pm in the conference room of
Division I, II
the Nardin Academy Athletic Center. No registration necessary!

Delaware Soccer Club DSC is proud to have been a
recent recipient of a $5,000 donation from the Stewart
and Lucie McKinney Foundation. The foundation,
initially established by Lucie in her husband’s name in
1988, has contributed to many social and community
causes throughout the years.
The fund has always offered its support to those
community-building organizations with the potential
to positively impact its local region, especially those
most underserved. With more than 1,000 local youth
participating in the numerous programs offered by
Delaware Soccer Club, including many families in
financial need, DSC is proud to accept the fund’s support. Each
year, DSC offers over $30,000 in scholarships to those families showing the
most need. That need continues to grow as DSC expands its programming and reach.
This donation will help the club in its continued mission to promote the development of youth in our community
through participation in athletic competition.
In 2014, upon the passing of Lucie McKinney at the age of 80, the foundation took on her name and
continues to support various initiatives, businesses and community organizations throughout the northeast.

DSC hosted a 3 v 3 tournament, Jan. 5, running different age groups from 9am-5pm. Each bracket ran for 90
minutes of round-robin play and all the players competed hard while having a lot of fun!
“The level of soccer was great fun to watch!” DSC Director of Coaching Brendan Murphy said. “The format
really brought out the competiveness of the players and raised their game to a different level. Players were diving in
front of the ball, sliding across the field and doing everything they could to help their team win.”
The 3 v 3 format is excellent for teaching players proper spacing on the field, body positioning and strong
technique to control the ball. Add-in the competitiveness of the tournament and its clear all the players improved
their skill level that day. Keep an eye out for more 3 v 3 tournaments in the future and join in the fun!

ADULT LEAGUE
CONTINUES ITS
GROWTH SPURT
It was a cold Nov. in 2016 when the DSC Adult
League began its inaugural season with 39 players
registered, forming six small teams. Now in its third
season, Session I of 2018 began Nov. 5 with 81 players
and eight teams ready to compete. The 108% growth
rate had forced registration closed, as we reached
maximum capacity!

CALENDAR
Jan. 5: DSC 3 v 3 Tourney at Nardin Academy Athletic
Center (NAAC)
Jan. 10: Travel Readiness Program begins at NAAC,
5-6pm
Jan. 14: Travel Coaches Meeting at NAAC, 6:157:15pm
Jan. 21: MLK Day Clinic at NAAC, 9am-3pm
Jan. 23: Last Day of Adult League, Session I
Jan. 26: Last Day of Winter Academy, Session I
Last Day of Goalkeeper Academy, Session I
Last Day of Elite Technical Training, Session I
Jan. 28: Adult League, Session II Begins at NAAC

Session II begins Jan. 28 with only limited spots
remaining. Interested players should register today to
ensure they don’t get closed out. Teams play once per
week, switching between Monday and Wednesday at
9pm or 10pm at the Nardin Academy Athletic Center.
More and more people are taking advantage of the
opportunity to get some exercise, meet new people and
have a lot of fun playing soccer during the cold winter
months! Come out and join the fun! Keep an eye out
too for a potential, one-day 3 v 3 Adult League
Tournament!

Feb. 2: Session II Begins at NAAC for:
Winter Academy, 9am-1pm
Goalkeeper Academy, 2-3pm
Elite Technical Training, 3-4pm
Feb. 10: Intro to DSC Day at NAAC, 1-3pm
Feb. 11: College Information Night at NAAC, 6:157:15pm
Feb. 18-22: Feb. Break – No Practices/No Adult League
Feb. 23: Feb. Break Clinic at NAAC:
U4-U8 at 9-11:30am
U9-U13 at 12:30-3pm

The Party Continues from Page 2…
DSC Director of Coaching, Brendan Murphy, offered some opening
remarks, including the State of DSC, before awards were announced for Matt
Faso, House Coach of the Year, Andy Pyne, Travel Coach of the Year and
Jana Mertz, Parent Volunteer of the Year. The night culminated with the
presentation of the DSC Lifetime Achievement Award to the late James
Eagan. Dennis Horrigan kindly presented the honor with a powerful speech
reflecting on his friendship with, and the contributions of, James Eagan,
along with a custom-framed DSC jersey
proudly boasting the Gurney Becker &
Bourne logo, accepted by family members.
Many thanks go out to the countless
volunteers who helped with all the hard
work leading up to the event. The night
was a great success and we couldn’t have
done it without you!
Since 1978 DSC members and friends
have come together in support of the same
mission: to contribute to the positive
development of the youth of Buffalo - and
that truly is a mission worth celebrating!

Delaware Soccer Club is located at 1424 Hertel Avenue, Buffalo, NY, 14216.
Walk-in hours are Tues/Weds/Thurs 9:00am – 12:00pm.
Phone and email support available Monday – Friday, 8:00am – 8:00pm.
Email: office@DelawareSoccerClub.com. Phone: 716-213-6558
@DelawareSoccer

@DelawareSC

@DelawareSoccerClub

www.DelawareSoccerClub.com

